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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF 

NEWTOWN  AND  LLANIDLOES 


Report  of  Medical  Officer 

FOR  1938. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  NEWTOWN  AND 
LLANIDLOES. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1938. 


STATISTICAL  SURVEY  FOR  1938. 

Area  of  District,  151.231  acres. 

Product  of  penny  rate,  £86  13s.  6d. 

Estimated  Population,  9,650. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books,  2,592. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  THE  CHIEF 

INDUSTRIES  CARRIED  ON  IN  THE  AREA  AND 
THE  EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  district  takes  up  the  South  Eastern  corner  of  the 
County  of  Montgomery,  joining  Cardiganshire  on  its  Llangurig 
border  and  Radnorshire  on  its  Southern  and  Eastern  boun- 
dary. It  is  essentially  pastoral  and  agricultural.  There  are 
no  other  industries.  The  extent  of  unemployment  in  this 
rural  area  is  very  small.  Large  areas  are  being  planted  by  the 
Forestry  Commissioners,  especially  on  the  Plinlimon  side. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

Male. 

Female. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

155 

71 

84 

Illegitimate 

7 

3 

4 

162 

74 

88 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population,  16.8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  for  England  and  Wales, 
1938,  15.1. 

Legitimate  Birth  Rate,  16.2  per  1,000  of  Population. 
Illegitimate  Birth  Rate,  0.72  per  1,000  of  Population. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  8 7 1 

Illegitimate  1 1 — 


9 8 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births),  52.6. 

Still  Birth  Rate,  0.93  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales),  0.60  per  1,000  popu- 
lation. 


I 


3 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  in  1938  was  121  (56  males  and  65 
females).  This  gives  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  12.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

The  Registrar  General  now  supplies  a Factor  of  Correction 
(now  called  the  Comparability  Factor),  so  that  we  can  compare 
the  death  rate  in  our  District  with  England  and  Wales  generally. 
If  the  population  of  all  areas  were  similarly  constituted  as 
regards  the  proportion  of  their  sex  and  age  group  constituents, 
their  crude  death  rate  (deaths  per  1,000  of  the  population) 
could  be  accepted  as  valid  comparative  measures  of  the  mor- 
talities experienced  by  several  populations.  In  practice  we 
know  that  this  is  not  so — hence  the  Factor  of  Comparability 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  which  for  this  area  is  0.87. 

This  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Death  Rate,  12.5,  gives 
us  10.875  as  the  corrected  Death  Rate  for  this  District.  The 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1938  was  11.6  per  1,000 
of  the  Population. 


PUERPERAL  MORTALITY. 

There  was  no  death  due  to  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  to  other 
Puerperal  causes.  Thus  Maternal  Mortality — Nil. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
was  4. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


3 1 2 

1 — 1 


4 1 3 
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The  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  was  24.7. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  was  53. 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 
live  Births,  19.4. 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  Births,  143  (i.e.,  1 death  out  of  seven  births). 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  Measles 
or  Diarrhoea.  One  death  was  due  to  Diphtheria.  There 
has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Disease. 

Male. 

Demale. 

Total. 

Diphtheria  

— 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  

3 

11 

14 

Digestive  

2 

0 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

4 

1 

5 

Congenital  Debility 

0 

2 

2 

Senility  

0 

3 

3 

Suicide  

1 

0 

1 

Other  forms  of  Violence 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

6 

10 

Iill-defined  or  Unknown 

0 

3 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

5 

10 

Heart  Disease  

15 

17 

32 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

7 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

58 

63 

121 

5 
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Cancer. — As  will  be  seen  above  there  were  14  deaths 
from  Cancer  (3  men  and  1 1 women).  This  gives  a Death 
Rate  of  1.45  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


The  Female  Cases. — Stomach  5 

Breast  3 

Liver  1 

Intestine  1 

Uterus  1 


The  Male  Cases. — Oesophagus,  Lower  Lip  and  Prostate 
Gland. 


AGE  PERIODS  AT  DEATH. 


Age  Period. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

0 — 1 year  

1 

3 

4 

1 — 5 years  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5—15  „ 

3 

5 

8 

15—25  „ 

1 

0 

1 

25—35  „ 

0 

2 

2 

35—45  „ 

2 

2 

4 

45—55  „ 

2 

3 

5 

55—65  „ 

11 

9 

20 

65—75  „ 

22 

12 

34 

75—85  „ 

13 

20 

33 

85  and  over  

1 

9 

10 

Totals 

56 

65 

121 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  during  1938  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  6 (4  went  to  Isolation  Hospital). 

Diphtheria  3 (1  went  to  Isolation  Hospital). 

Pneumonia  13 

Erysipelas  3 
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The  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  cases  come  under  the 
heading  of  Tuberculosis. 

On  receipt  of  the  notification  of  an  infectious  disease 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  premises  and  advises  the  relatives 
as  to  the  isolation  of  the  patient,  etc.  If  it  is  impossible  to 
get  proper  isolation  in  the  home,  removal  to  an  isolation  hos- 
pital is  urged.  Nowadays  nearly  all  agree  to  this.  After  the 
removal  of  the  patient  the  bedroom  and  furniture,  etc.  are 
thoroughly  disinfected  and  the  contacts  put  into  quarantine 
for  7 to  10  days.  That  this  is  satisfactory  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  the  District  is  remarkably  free  from  Epidemics. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  there  were  25  cases  of  Tuberculosis  noti- 
fied. 17  of  these  (7  males  and  10  females)  were  Pulmonary; 
8 of  these  (7  males  and  1 female)  were  Non-Pulmonary,  i.e., 
they  were  suffering  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

AGE  PERIODS  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


Age-Period. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm . 

Pulm. 

Non. Pulm. 

5 — 15  years  . 

...  1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

15—25  „ 

...  3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

25—35  „ 

1 

— 

6 

— 

7 

35—45  „ ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

45—55  „ .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

55—65  „ .. 

...  1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Totals 

...  7 

7 

10 

1 

25 

During  the  year  6 (5  males  and  1 female)  died  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  2 (1  male  and  1 female)  died  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 
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AGE  PERIODS  AT  DEATH. 


Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary.  Total. 

Age  Periods.  m.  f.  m.  f. 

5 — 15  years  1 — — 1 2 

15—25  „ 2 — — — 2 

25—35  „ 1 1 — — 2 

35—45  „ — — 1 — 1 

55—65  „ 1 — — — 1 


Totals  5 1 1 1 8 


Death  Rate. — 0.83  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

Patients  who  received  treatment  in  Hospital  and  Sanatoria 


during  the  year  1938  : — 

In  residence  January  1st,  1938  9 

Admitted  during  1938  17 

Discharged  during  1938  16 

In  residence  January  1st,  1939  10 


Of  these  16  discharged,  3 died ; 9 quiescent ; 1 Non- 

Tuberculosis  ; 1 no  material  improvement ; 2 improved. 

Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  under  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association  and  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  for 
the  County  is  Dr.  Jackson,  who  examines  and  treats  all  cases 
referred  to  him  by  the  practitioners  of  the  County  and  also 
those  referred  to  him  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  He 
also  examines  as  far  as  possible  those  who  have  been  in  close 
contact  with  tuberculosis  patients.  He  visits  Newtown  every 
Tuesday  at  the  Dispensary  adjoining  the  Infirmary,  and  Llan- 
idloes (Girls’  Club  Room)  at  10-30  a.m.  every  Fair  Day  (the 
last  Saturday  in  the  month  as  a rule). 

When  a practitioner  notifies  a case  of  Tuberculosis  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  many  cases  he  has  already  con- 
sulted the  Tuberculosis  Physician  and  the  latter  has  in  nine  cases 
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out  of  ten  seen  the  patient  at  his  home.  The  Tuberculosis 
Physician  usually  examines  the  rest  of  the  household  and  gets 
the  contacts  to  visit  him  periodically  at  one  of  his  Clinics. 

There  are  facilities  for  X-Ray  Examination  at  the  Mem- 
orial Hospital,  Machynlleth,  on  Wednesday  morning  each 
week  ; and  also  every  other  Tuesday  at  the  Newtown  Infirmary. 
The  patient  does  not  have  to  pay  anything  for  these  X-Rays. 
The  special  forms  of  treatment  such  as  artificial  pneumothorax, 
light  treatment,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  Machynlleth  Tuber- 
culosis Hospital. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis  After-care  Clinics  are  held  every 
two  months  in  Newtown. 

A surgeon  comes  from  the  North  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Llangwyfan,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Jackson  (the  Tuberculosis 
Physician)  to  adjust  appliances,  splints,  etc.,  and  to  examine 
any  new  suspected  cases  referred  to  him  by  practitioners. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  relating 
to  Tuberculosis — regarding  Employees  in  the  Milk  Trade — 
neither  was  action  taken  under  any  Section  of  the  above  Regula- 
tions. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

A. — Fever  Hospitals.  There  is  no  hospital  provision  for 
general  fever  cases  in  the  area,  but  there  is  a small  isolation 
Hospital  at  Mochdre,  near  Newtown,  for  Small  Pox  cases, 
which  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Shrop- 
shire County  Council  that  cases  of  infectious  diseases  can  be 
admitted  into  one  of  the  Shropshire  Isolation  Hospitals. 
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B. — There  is  no  Tuberculosis,  Maternity  or  Children’s 
Hospital  in  this  Rural  District.  Tuberculosis  cases  are  dealt 
with,  as  stated  above,  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion. Maternity  cases  are  now  admitted  to  the  Maternity 
Wards  at  Newtown  Infirmary,  and  the  Maternity  Wards  at 
the  Llanidloes  Memorial  Hospital. 

The  only  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children  and  homeless  children  is  the  Poor  Law 
Institution,  Caersws. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  infectious  cases,  if  removed  to 
either  of  the  Shropshire  Isolation  Hospitals,  are  provided 
by  the  Isolation  Hospitals  to  which  the  patient  is  sent. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  non-infectious  cases  and  accident 
cases  are  provided  at  Newtown  and  Llanidloes  Hospitals. 

There  is  also  a private  ambulance  that  can  be  hired  at 
a moderate  rate  at  Messrs.  Cookson’s,  Newtown. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. — There  are  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Newtown  and  Llanidloes,  but 
few  if  any,  of  the  people  in  the  rural  areas  take  advantage  of 
them. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — The  Tuberculosis  Physician 
attends  Newtown  Dispensary  every  week  and  at  Llanidloes 
Dispensary  once  every  month. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. — The 
Public  Health  Staff  of  your  Council  consists  of  the  Medical 
Officer  (part  time)  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  A.  S.  Ben- 
bow),  who  is  an  Associate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — The  whole  area  comes  within 
the  provisions  of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  a volu- 
tary  organisation  for  providing  district  nurses  and  midwives 
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in  each  district.  The  county  Authorities  avail  themselves 
of  the  services  of  these  nurses  and  make  a small  contribution 
towards  their  support,  but  virtually  the  whole  organisation 
is  maintained  and  supported  by  voluntary  principle.  These 
nurses  act  as  health  visitors  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
M.O.H.,  and  also  assist  him  in  the  inspection  of  children  in 
schools.  Most  of  the  midwifery  cases  are  now  attended  by 
these  trained  nurses. 

Some  isolated  cases  in  the  hilly  districts  are  too  far  to 
get  trained  assistance,  and  neighbours  usually  assist  the  doctor 
•n  these  cases 

The  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority  relating 
to  the  registration  of  maternity  and  other  nursing  homes, 
and  it  is  the  County  M.O.H.  who  would  make  arrangements 
for  investigation  of  maternal  deaths  and  cases  of  puerperal 
fever. 

Arrangements  are  made  by  the  County  M.O.H.  for  bac- 
teriological examination  of  swabs,  blood  tests,  etc.,  who 
forwards,  on  application,  the  necessary  apparatus  to  any  medical 
practitioner. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  provided  for  the  use  of  medical 
men  at  chemists  in  Newtown  and  Llanidloes. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN  THIS  AREA. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  and  Regulations  relating 
to  Public  Health  in  this  district,  with  the  date  of  adoption  : — 

Part  3 of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  ; date  of 

Adoption,  28th  August,  1912. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Removal  of  Refuse, 

etc.:  15th  February,  1911. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Nuisances  : — 15th  February,  1911. 

Bye-laws  as  to  New  Buildings  : 22nd  October,  1913. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Slaughter  Houses  : 22nd  October,  1913. 
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All  the  provisions  of  Part  2 and  Part  3 ot  he  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  except  the  sections  in  such  parts  which  cannot 
be  adopted  by  a Rural  District  Council : 18th  August, 

1926. 

Sections  25,  35  to  38,  43  to  46  and  50  of  the  Public  Health 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  subject  as  to  Sections  35  and  38 
to  the  conditions  specified  in  the  said  Order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  declaring  the  said  Sections  in  force  in  this  dis- 
trict : Order  dated  26th  November,  1926. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1 . Water. — The  water  supplies  in  this  district  are  for  the 
most  part  obtained  from  Wells  although  some  of  the  villages 
such  as  Kerry  ,Llandinam,  Bettws,  Tregynon,  Trefeglwys, 
and  Llangurig,  have  in  addition  a gravitation  supply. 

With  regard  to  Caersws  a Water  Supply  is  being  provided 
and  within  the  next  month  or  two  will  be  available  for  every- 
body. 

2.  Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  in  Caersws 
remains  in  the  same  deplorable  condition.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  once  the  water  comes,  a Sewerage  Scheme  will  be  pro- 
ceeded with. 

The  Sanitation  of  the  District  consists  mainly  of  Privies 
with  Pail  receptacles,  and  a few  water  closets  here  and  there 
in  the  better  class  house  with  Cess-pits.  A few  have  Septic 
Tanks  (purified  with  graduated  hard  clinker). 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  no  serious  pollution 
that  I am  aware  of,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  every 
possible  precaution  in  the  matter. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber, 31st,  1938,  under  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (out- 
side London)  Regulations,  1935. 
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A.  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  me  during 


the  year.  : — 

1.  Nuisances  190 

2.  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  130 

3.  Slaughterhouses  46 

4.  Factories  and  Workshops  33 

5.  Schools  48 

6.  Infectious  Diseases  15 


B.  The  number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year,  distin- 
guishing Statutory  from  Informal  Notices  : — 


1 . Informal  Notices. 


Served. 

Complied 

^Season  for 

Privies,  Drains  and  Cesspools 

30 

with.  ) 

30 

non-compliance . 

Paving  of  Yards  

3 

3 

Cleansing  of  Ashpits  

2 

2 

Roofs  and  Walls  

10 

9 Work  in  hand. 

Eavestroughing  and  downpipes 

5 

3 

do. 

Cleansing  and  Limewashing  of 
Cowsheds  

26 

26 

Do.  Slaughterhouses 

2 

2 

Factories  and  Workshops 

3 

3 

Water  Supplies 

7 

5 

do. 

Other  nuisances 

11 

11 

99  94 


C.  The  result  of  service  of  such  Notices  : — 

1.  Informal  Notices  complied  with  94 

I beg  to  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 


ARTHUR  S.  BENBOW. 
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SHOPS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  during 
the  year  under  the  Provision  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating 
to  temperature  and  ventilation  and  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Being  essentially  a Rural  Area  there  is  nothing  to  report 
regarding  Smoke  Abatement,  and  there  are  no  swimming 
baths,  etc.,  in  the  area. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  for 
eradication  of  bed  bugs.  Should  such  arise  the  work  of  dis- 
infection will  be  carried  out  by  the  local  Authority. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  on  the 
whole  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  state. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  what  every  School  lacks 
are  Washing  Basins.  True  there  are  a few  placed  in  every 
School,  but  I believe  that  were  it  possible,  every  child  should 
be  made  to  wash  its  hands  before  returning  home  for  its 
meals  or  before  having  its  meal  in  School.  This  would 
immediately  result  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  disease  in 
school  children  by  50  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent.  Children  sneeze 
on  desks,  etc.,  and  infection  is  thus  carried  by  the  hands  to 
the  mouth. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  hands  of  individuals 
are  the  most  potent  factors  in  the  spread  of  disease.  Hence 
I have  often  thought  that  the  continual  shaking  of  hands  could 
be  very  well  dispensed  with  ; and  washing  of  the  hands  before 
eating  any  food  should  be  insisted  upon. 
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CAMPING  SITES  (1938). 

(a)  Number  of  Sites  in  this  area  are — 5. 

(b)  Number  of  Camping  Sites  for  which  Licences  have 
been  issued  under  Section  269  of  Public  Health  Act, 
1 936 — One. 

(c)  The  estimated  number  of  campers  at  one  time — 18. 

HOUSING. 

Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  61 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  70 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  41 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  49 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  18 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  8 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ....  Nij 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nij 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

(Undertaking  given). 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  Nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  17 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  17 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  102 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1 1 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  case  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 

of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report.  Particulars  as  follows  : — 

The  Council  propose  building  12  houses  (4  in  Bettws, 
4 in  Caersws,  4 in  Tregynon)  to  meet  the  needs  of  overcrowding 
and  take  the  place  of  unfit  houses,  and  are  at  present  waiting 
the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

During  the  year  8 houses  have  been  re-conditioned  under 
the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  which  brings  the  total 
cottages  reconstructed  and  put  in  proper  habitable  state  under 
the  above  Acts  up  to  73,  and  there  are  other  cottages  now 
undergoing  reconstruction. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were 
regularly  inspected  and  many  improvements  were  carried 
out.  I have  no  doubt  that  Milk  Vendors  are  exercising  greater 
care  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  sheds  and  milk 
vessels. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  Slaughter  Houses 
were  regularly  inspected  and  the  premises  found  to  be  clean 
and  in  a satisfactory  state.  The  inspection  and  examinations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  were  no 
condemnations  of  entire  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  for  Tuber- 
culosis or  for  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis.  There  is 
no  Meat  Marketing  Scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  in  force  in  this  area. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows.  Cows.  Calves.  'Lambs.  Pigs. 
Number  killed  (approximately  380 

Number  inspected  105 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  tuberculosis  — 

Tuberculosis  only : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
tuberculosis  — 


20  10  2818  340 

4 4 216  80 


(c)  Adulteration.  The  carrying  out  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Milk  and  Cream  Regu- 
lations are  undertaken  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Food.  This  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 

(e)  Nutrition.  The  only  work  done  in  this  matter 
is  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  lectures  in  Schools. 

Section  F.  The  prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious 
and  other  diseases  is  referred  to  previously  in  this  Report. 
There  was  no  case  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorium  notified. 

(b)  Prevention  of  Blindness.  All  cases  of  Blindness 
are  referred  to  the  County  M.O.H. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  great  appreciation 
of  the  Council’s  interest  and  co-operation  in  the  health  of  their 
district ; and  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  his  very  valuable  and  more  than  efficient  share  in  the  year’s 
work. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


WALTER  E.  LL.  DAVIES. 


